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round a small English trading station known as the Great
Meadows, where they learnt that a French force was march-
ing against them; and the young Virginian, with that energy
which was his dominant characteristic, made a night march
in the hope of surprising the enemy,    In this he was not dis-
appointed.    He discovered the French, under the command of
a young officer of noble birth named Couton de Jumonville,
lying ambushed in a deep ravine, where doubtless they had
hoped   to   shoot down   the   unsuspecting  English  as  they
marched through in their advance on Fort Duquesne*    At
the approach of Washington and his Virginians they sprang
up, rifle in hand, but received a well-directed volley before they
could open fire.   De Jumonville fell dead with a number of
his comrades, and the remaining twenty were taken prisoners.
Washington then retired to the Great Meadows, where he
was joined by the men of South Carolina.    The officer of
the militia gave himself fine airs, and refused to be dictated to
by Washington, and there was considerable annoying friction
between the two contingents.   However, brushing aside all
this petty foolishness, the Virginian officer proceeded to direct
the construction of simple entrenchments and stockades, which,
with a touch of grim humour, he called Fort Necessity.    His
situation was not an enviable one.   He had many wounded men
on his hands, his supplies were scanty, and, cut off from speedy
reinforcements in a lonely territory, he was aware from the
information of friendly Indians that a strong French force,
with the assistance of bands of braves on the war-path, were
advancing upon him, while at Fort Duquesne, no more than
seventy miles distant, a garrison of no less than 19,000 men
had been assembled.

The storm was not long in breaking upon Fort Necessity.
One morning the wild whoop of the Indians rang through the
surrounding woods, and the sun flashed upon the blue and
white tunics of French soldiers of the line. The young Vir-
ginian relied upon his guns to mow down the besieging force
while they were served, behind the rough stockade he had so